James Peacock Infant & Nursery School

Homework Policy

A
Introduction
At our school we are committed to working in partnership with parents and forging strong links between home and school.  It is for this reason that we believe it is important for children from the very youngest age to bring “work” home from school and share it with their parents.  This enables parents to participate in their child’s learning and for children to see parents and teachers working together.

 B
      Aims
Through this policy we aim to:

· Ensure confident progression towards independence and individual responsibility.

· Provide for the needs of the individual child.

· Extend and improve the quality of learning experiences offered to pupils.

· To maintain links between home and school.

· Provide children with interesting and stimulating educational opportunities that will promote a positive attitude towards learning and school.

· To help children use their ‘free time’ constructively and creatively.

· To reinforce work covered in class or consolidate basic skills and knowledge through revision or practice.

· To encourage perseverance, initiative and self discipline through independent study.

· To develop children’s organisational long term study strategies

C
       Principles Which Guide Our Practice
· Although there are normal recommendations/time allocations for homework tasks, we believe that homework should be “task led”.

· Homework should not get in the way of other activities that children do after school – such as sport, music and clubs of all kinds.

· All children need to be clear about the purpose of any particular piece of homework.

· Effective feedback should be built into the process.

· Any deadlines should be reasonable, clearly understood and communicated.

· There should be consistency and progression through the school in our approach to homework.

D        Outline of Homework Tasks
We would expect children to spend increasing amounts of time on homework as they move through the school.

Activities

	Nursery
	Children will take a book home to share with parents which is changed regularly.  Parents will have an opportunity to write comments in a home/school book.
	11-15 mins per week.

	Reception
	Our policy is to send home a reading book to be read and enjoyed.  Accompanying the child’s reading book is a home/school book.  Not only is this used to keep a record of the books read, it is also a means for parents to comment on their child’s reading.  Parents can help the school by indicating when they read with their child and making appropriate comments.  The children will sometimes also bring home a book they have used in guided group reading.  As children progress they will be given sounds, spellings to learn or phonic games to play.

Children may also be given simple “finding out” or “bringing” activities to complement work in class.
	30-40 mins per week.

	Year 1
	Reading as above.

Children will be given appropriate spellings to learn each week.

Incidental tasks as above.
	1 hour per week.

	Year 2
	Reading as above.

Tasks set in literacy or numeracy.  Children will be given 2-3 days to complete tasks.  These may be for:

    Learning spellings

    Learn number bonds

Following up guided reading-                                              could be looking for words, comprehension, drawing a picture of favourite character etc.     

Recorder practice.


	1 ½ hours per week.


E
The School’s Role
· The school should aim to provide a positive environment which encourages children to undertake activities outside of school hours.

· Where children are unable to immediately “enjoy and participate” in homework, we should provide motivation and inspire such children to gain positive feedback and recognition.

· We should provide sufficient information to parents so that they are able to support their children when undertaking tasks.

· To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.

· To check that the homework is meeting pupils’ needs.

· To ensure that homework is enjoyable and not onerous.

F
Parents’ Role in Homework
· To provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place where the child can do his/her homework.

· To make it clear to the child that they value homework and support the school in explaining how it can help with their learning.

· To encourage and praise the children when they have completed their homework and to try to make the time spent special in some way.

· To become actively involved in homework activities.

· To comment in the reading diary regularly.

G
Assessment & Feedback
One vital ingredient in effective homework is assessment and feedback from teachers.  In some cases this may mean marking by the teacher – for example, it would be appropriate to respond to a project done at home with written comments.  However, there are many other ways of tackling this issue.  Some tasks may not have a written outcome, for example, read, watch a tv programme, plan an oral presentation etc.  The learning of spellings, tables, facts for a quiz etc would be marked through class tests, possibly by the children themselves.  Strategies such as displays, good work assemblies, updates in newsletters give positive feedback about children’s efforts.

H
Keeping in Touch
We recognise that a key factor in successful homework is good communication.  Both the child and adults involved should know what is to be done, how it is to be done and when it is to be completed by.  We welcome comments about the homework set and particularly wish to be informed if the child experiences difficulty.

I
Differentiation
Homework is designed in such a way as to give all children the means to participate.  Reading, spelling and mathematics may simply be differentiated by task, whilst more open-ended work allows the child to respond at his/her own level.  Children with Special Needs will sometimes have their work linked to IEP targets, and the involvement of the SENCO and SEN assistants is beneficial. Occasionally, it may be counter-productive to expect a child to complete homework.

     J
Equal Opportunities
The staff are aware that there may be issues about equal opportunities in relation to homework.  Some strategies for promoting equal opportunities might be:

· Make a list of basic resources that might be expected from home.

· Find out which families have access to a computer and try to give those who have not greater access in school.

· Design homework tasks to be equally boy and girl friendly.

· Ensure that homework is not always written, so that those who prefer to work in other modes (e.g. oral, drawing, model-making, performing) have an equal chance to succeed.

    This policy will be reviewed in September 2010
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